
The 2007 revised Blueprint for Progress is a draft plan that proposes investments in highways, bridges and roadways in 
Snohomish, King and Pierce counties. The proposed projects will reduce congestion and ease chokepoints—today and in the 
future—in the Puget Sound region’s most heavily traveled corridors.

The Regional Transportation Investment District is developing the road-investment plan in cooperation with Sound Transit, which 
is crafting a plan to expand the regional transit system.
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The agencies’ combined Roads & Transit package will be the 
fi rst-ever plan presented to voters that is a unifi ed program of 
investments in highways, light- and commuter-rail, HOV lanes, 
park/ride lots, and express and local bus service.

RTID and Sound Transit leaders are making sure the proposed
investments work together for everyone—whether they drive a 
car or truck or take transit. The Roads & Transit package will go 
before voters in the three-county region in November 2007.

RTID’s Guiding Principles 
 Improve safety and reduce congestion chokepoints; 

 Add to existing investments in key highway corridors; 

 Integrate with Sound Transit mass transit investments to 
improve mobility for citizens with both roads and transit; 

 Make investments throughout the three-county region, so 
that every area benefi ts; 

 Maximize fi nancial resources by prioritizing investments in 
critical corridors; 

 Keep the Roads & Transit package affordable.

Funding 
The projects funded in the Blueprint would cost approximately Blueprint would cost approximately Blueprint
$8.5 billion, which would be generated by taxes and bond sales. 
Every dollar raised in each county would stay in that county. 

Investments would be funded by two sources: 
 .8 percent on the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax (MVET) or 

car license fee, which amounts to about $80 on every 
$10,000 of assessed value of a vehicle;

 .1 percent local sales and use tax, which is 1¢ on every 
$10 purchase.  

Next Steps
 January-April 2007:  

 RTID gathers public input on draft plan
 RTID and Sound Transit integrate road and transit plans

 Late spring 2007: RTID and Sound Transit fi nalize plans 

 Summer 2007: County councils vote on road plan

 November 2007: Public votes on Roads & Transit plan

For More Information: www.rtid.org

Conceptual Map of Project Locations



RTID is working closely with Sound 
Transit  to plan an integrated set of 
highway, bridge and transit improve-
ments. The agencies’ common goal 
is to better manage the Puget Sound 
region’s traffi c and improve the quality 
of life for all residents—whether they 
drive a car or truck or take transit. 

The integrated proposal—called 
Roads & Transit—will be presented 
to voters in November 2007.

For more information:

www.rtid.org

www.soundtransit.org
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Executive Board 
Shawn Bunney, Pierce County
Chair
Julia Patterson, King County
Vice-Chair
Dow Constantine, King County
Reagan Dunn, King County
Tim Farrell, Pierce County
Dave Gossett, Snohomish County
Gary Nelson, Snohomish County

Planning Committee
All Executive RTID Board members
Doug MacDonald, Secretary of 
Transportation (Non-voting Chair)
Roger Bush, Pierce County
Bob Ferguson, King County
Barbara Gelman, Pierce County
Calvin Goings, Pierce County
Larry Gossett, King County
Jane Hague, King County
John Koster, Snohomish County
Kathy Lambert, King County
Terry Lee, Pierce County
Dick Muri, Pierce County
Larry Phillips, King County
Kirke Sievers, Snohomish County
Dave Somers, Snohomish County
Peter von Reichbauer, King County

For more information: www.rtid.org

Highlights of Proposed Regional Road Investments

The following are the major transportation improvement projects proposed in the draft 
Blueprint for Progress. For a copy of the draft Blueprint, which includes descriptions of 
all projects proposed for the 2007 ballot, please visit www.rtid.org/blueprint.

King County

State Route 167 Green River Valley: Completes HOV lanes on the south King County 
section of SR 167, adds new lanes between Sumner and Renton, fi xes cokepoints.

I-405 expansion from Bellevue to Renton: Provides additional lanes in each direc-
tion from SR 169 (Maple Valley Highway) to I-90 to eliminate one of the most signifi -
cant chokepoints in the region.

I-405 and State Route 167 Interchange: Builds a direct connection between HOV 
lanes on I-405 and SR 167 to address the most congested interchange in the state.

I-5 and State Route 509: Extends SR 509 to directly connect with I-5 to improve 
freight mobility, reduce Southcenter Hill traffi c jams and create a new south access road 
to Sea-Tac Airport.

I-5 and State Route 18: Reconstructs this Federal Way interchange by adding merge/
exit lanes on I-5 and realigning SR 18—helping to relieve back-ups at one of the most 
congested chokepoints in the state.

State Route 520 Bridge replacement: Provides regional funds toward replacing the 
Evergreen Point Floating Bridge. 

Seattle Mobility and I-5 Chokepoint Improvements*: Replaces the I-5 Spokane/
Lander Street viaduct, improves the I-5/Mercer Street connection, builds a direct ac-
cess ramp from I -5 to the Industrial Way/South Bus Way and replaces the South Park 
bridge.

Pierce County

State Route 167 extension: Completes SR 167 from Puyallup to the Port of Tacoma. 
Improves SR 161 in Puyallup to help relieve congestion for commuters, truckers and 
shippers.

State Route 162: Adds capacity to SR 162 in the vicinity of Sumner and Orting to 
ease congestion in this fast growing area of Pierce County.

State Route 704 and I-5 (Cross Base Highway): Provides a critical east-west corridor 
link between I-5 and SR 7 passing through Fort Lewis and McChord Air Force Base.

Snohomish County

US 2: Alleviates chokepoints on the US 2 trestle and completes fi rst phase of the 
Monroe bypass.

State Route 9: Widens and improves SR 9 to Lake Stevens.

I-5 Corridor Improvements:  Fixes key interchange chokepoints at US 2, 128th St 
SW, Everett Mall Way, 100 St SE, 116th St NE, 88th St NE, South Broadway and at 
SR 524 and SR 531. 

State Route 522: Completes the missing link on SR 522 from SR 524 to the Snohom-
ish River.

Other key east/west and north/south road and transit improvements.

*Alaskan Way Viaduct:*Alaskan Way Viaduct:* RTID has been informed that viaduct replacement will not 
require regional funding.

ST contacts:   Geoff Patrick, (206) 398-5313, or patrickg@soundtransit.org
Lee Somerstein, (206) 689-4946, or somersteinl@soundtransit.org

RTID contact:  Paul Bergman, (206) 652-9506 or paul@cofen.com 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE — Sept 6, 2006 

Sound Transit and RTID Kick Off Public Meetings for Roads and Transit Ballot Measure

Seattle, WA –  Officials from Sound Transit and the Regional Transportation Investment District (RTID) 
today announced a series of public meetings throughout the region and emphasized the urgent need to finalize 
a comprehensive Roads and Transit ballot measure. The meetings are an opportunity for the public to help 
shape the comprehensive regional transportation package that will go before voters in November 2007. 

“We must keep moving on solving our transportation problems quickly before escalating costs drive critically 
needed projects out of reach. Delay is not an option, and it’s getting more expensive every day,” said RTID 
vice chair Julia Patterson. “We’re working hard to finalize the regional transportation proposal, and need the 
public to weigh in on their priorities before critical decisions can be made,” said Connie Marshall, Sound 
Transit vice chair.  

Five Roads & Transit meetings will take place around the region in September and early October, 
providing a chance for community members to hear directly from elected officials and staff working on 
the plan, ask questions, and offer their thoughts. Each of the open house-style meetings will take place 
from 4:30-7:30 p.m., with a presentation at 6 p.m.  

September 13 
Meydenbauer Center 
11100 NE 6th St, Bellevue 

September 25 
Tacoma Main Public Library 
1102 Tacoma Ave S, Tacoma 

October 3 
Edward D Hansen Conference 
Center, Everett Events Center 
2000 Hewitt Ave, Everett 

September 20 
Union Station 
401 S Jackson St, Seattle 

September 27 
King County Aquatic Center 
650 SW Campus Drive, Federal 
Way 

Community members can also visit www.soundtransit.org/st2 or www.rtid.org to find out details of the 
proposed projects and provide input. Comments can be sent by mail to Sound Transit, 401 S. Jackson 
Street, Seattle, WA 98104; or RTID, 411 University St., Suite 1200, Seattle, WA 98101. 

Travel in the Puget Sound region will become even more challenging over the next 25 years, when 1.2 
million more people are expected to be living here. The roads and transit partnership is taking action by 
identifying the projects needed to address traffic growth, improve safety and keep people and freight 
moving in the most congested corridors, especially during peak commute times. See attached map.
Proposed transit investments include light rail extensions north, south and east and improvements to 
commuter rail and express bus services. Proposed road investments could include replacing aging 
structures such as the Alaskan Way Viaduct and SR-520 floating bridge, expansions of I-405, SR-167 and 
new connections in Pierce County across Fort Lewis to I-5. Snohomish County investments could include 
the US 2 trestle, SR-9 and other key east/west corridors. 

# # # 


